
The State of University City 2011
On Monday, September 19, 
University City District celebrated 
the release of The State of 
University City 2011. Held at 
University City’s World Café 
Live, the event featured remarks 
from University of Pennsylvania 
executive vice president Craig 
Carnaroli, Drexel University 
president John Fry, and The Wistar 
Institute Cancer Center’s Dario 
Altieri. In addition, UCD executive 

director Matt Bergheiser discussed the neighborhood’s unprecedented progress, 
especially within the fields of science and innovation, and the commercial and 
real estate sectors. He also showcased recent UCD projects and plans such as 
the innovative West Philadelphia Skills Initiative and UCD’s commitment to the 
next great public space outside of Amtrak’s 30th Street Station.

 

Winter 2012

The newsletter of University City District

West Philadelphia Homebrewing  
Competition | And the Awards Go To... 

This summer, UCD launched “Sustainable  
Saturdays”, a monthly festival showcasing the  
remarkable local work that is being done around 
fresh food and sustainable living in University City. 
More than 50 events included everything from worm  
composting, fermentation and canning workshops 
to urban bee keeping and local honey tastings. The  
series concluded in September with the West  
Philadelphia Homebrewing Competition at Dock 
Street Brewing Co. UCD and Dock Street would like 
to thank all of the amazing local homebrewers who 
participated. Three of them received special honors…

Open Call: Baltimore Avenue  
Banner Design Competition

UCD installed and maintains the 
over 70 pedestrian streetlamps 
along Baltimore Avenue, be-
tween 45th and 50th streets. 
This includes the maintenance of  
colorful Baltimore Avenue banners 
currently on display (as seen in this 
picture). Coming this spring, we’ll 
be replacing the current banners 
with those designed…by you?
Interested in submitting a design? 
Visit www.universitycity.org/Ban-
nerDesignCompetition for details 
on how to enter the competition.

Why Support UCD?
There are over 1.5 million non-profit organizations in the United States. UCD is one of a tiny handful that work exclusively in University City. When you 
contribute to UCD, your money stays in this community.  
At UCD, we think small and big at the same time. We create public spaces that will make our city proud, such as the exciting new initiative at 30th 
Street Station that opened on November 2nd. At the same time, we work block-by-block, supporting neighborhood cleanups and addressing neigh-
borhood challenges. We help revitalize parks, and we keep those parks clean. We invest in the neighborhood, whether it’s a million dollars for new 
pedestrian lights on Baltimore Avenue or a new sign for a small business. 
Every day and every night, 85 men and women work hard to keep the neighborhood clean and safe. That’s the foundation of our work, and it always 
will be. We support farmers markets, provide summer jobs for neighborhood teens, care for parks, and assist area businesses.  
Please help us with a contribution to UCD. We promise that 100% of your contribution will go to supporting our work in this neighborhood. You can 
also give to UCD through United Way: we are United Way Donor Choice organization 19687.
Your support truly does make a difference!
Contributions to University City District are tax deductible. UCD is a 501(C) (3) non-profit organization. UCD will never share donor information with third parties. The official registration and financial 
information of University City District may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, (800) 732 0999. Registration does not imply endorsement

University City Fall Community Cleanup
Saturday, December 3

We need your help to keep University City 
clean and green! Join your friends and 
neighbors for the late fall community 
cleanup in University City. We’ll be orga-
nizing special projects, increasing our 
green efforts, and celebrating all of our 
hard work at our post-cleanup party. We 
encourage everyone to step outside and 
clean up where you live, work, learn or 
play. This can be outside your home, office 
or school, in a nearby park, or an empty 
lot. If you’re looking for ideas, we’ve got 
‘em. We’ll be organizing a few focused  
efforts throughout the neighborhood and, 
as always, we’re here to assist anyone  

interested in participating including block captains, student and volunteer 
groups and neighbors by providing trash bags, brooms, work gloves and trash 
pickup. To sign up for the University City Cleanup, please contact UCD at 
cleanandsafe@universitycity.org or 215-243-0555 today.
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NOW AVAILABLE: THE STATE OF 
UNIVERSITY CITY 2011 PUBLICATION
University City District (UCD) is pleased to announce 
the release of The State of University City 2011, a 
new publication that illustrates the neighborhood’s 
exemplary status as a knowledge center; an engine of 
prosperity, innovation and commercial vibrancy; and a 
world-class neighborhood with world-class amenities. 
More than 40 pages of color charts, statistics, 
photographs, and personal stories help demonstrate 
why University City is one of the most vibrant and vital 
neighborhoods in the region.

University City has become a place where Philadelphia’s 
future is happening today. It’s a boomtown with 
nearly 70,000 jobs and $2 billion in real estate 
projects recently completed or under construction. 
Neighborhood institutions are investing more than $1 
billion dollars in R&D spending into new cures and 
innovation, and University City has already exceeded 
the City’s 2015 targets for renewable energy. Global 
innovators, Iron Chefs, the IRS, Hilton hotels and even 
urban beekeepers all call University City home. These 
are just a few of the many signs that University City is 
a first-class neighborhood.

This publication illustrates the exciting progress of 
the neighborhood and the impact of University City 
District. To obtain copies, contact the UCD by phone 
at 215-243-0555 or by email at ucd@universitycity.
org or visit the UCD office at 3940 Chestnut Street to 
pick up your copy.
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Help us keep working for you. Support UCD.
The Porch at 30th Street Station

On November 2, 2011 and in front of a crowd of several hundred, University City District in 
partnership with Amtrak, Brandywine Realty Trust, the City of Philadelphia, Councilwoman Jannie 
Blackwell, Mayor Michael Nutter, PennDOT, and The William Penn Foundation dedicated The 
Porch at 30th Street Station. The celebration included giant puppets, Drexel University fitness 
demonstrations, Give & Take jugglers and The Little Circus, the West Philadelphia Orchestra, coffee 
from JG Domestic, a Farm to City Farmers’ Market, and a 3d model cake from Charm City Cakes.

Judge’s Choice: Nate Johnson’s Wet Hop IPA
People’s Choice: Josh Otis’s Rye Whiskey Barrel Aged Tripel
Honorable Mention: Heather Smith and 
Kripa Dholakia’s Herban Saison



The University City Review and  
University City District Collaborate 
to Publish 2012 Close@Hand
In January 2012, the University City Review and University 
City District will once again collaborate to publish and  
distribute a new edition of Close at Hand, the essen-
tial community directory covering University City. As a  
business or organization in our neighborhood, you’ll get a 
free listing in the most appropriate classification(s) of our 
printed and online guidebooks. The listing will include 
your address and telephone number. A limited number 
of inexpensive display advertisements are also avail-
able. For more information, call 215-222-2372 or email  
closeathand@pressreview.net. 

Coming this winter—
universitycity.org 
will get a new look!
Keep your eyes on our 
website to see a redesigned 
site that is clean and easy to 
navigate.  

Keswick Cycle 
4040 Locust Street
From training wheels to triathlon, Keswick Cycle  
offers a complete range of bicycles and accessories for 
the beginner to the advanced racer, together with 
award-winning customer service, instruction, and  
maintenance services. 

Sabrina’s Café
34th Street and Powelton Avenue (Ross Commons 
building on the Drexel University Campus)
“The restaurant is spread across multiple rooms of 
the first floor of the building, a limestone Victorian 
gothic home built 123 years ago for railroad magnate 
Max Riebenack III. Just like the other [Sabrina’s]  
cafés, simple and cheery décor elements abound 
here, and there’s plenty of nice window seating in 
a breezeway looking out into Powelton Village. The 
menu is comparable in size and scope to Sabrina’s  
Callowhill location, and they’re also working on 
launching Spencer ∑TA Burger, a separate-but-
associated burger grill (read the Greek letters as “Eat 
A”), as the school year progresses.” – Philadelphia 
City Paper 

Champions of the Dance 
Friday, December 16 at 8pm 
Annenberg Center, 3680 Walnut Street

Join Youcie (Young Friends of 
University City) and celebrate 
the holidays with a ballroom 
dance extravaganza. Starring 
ten blockbuster champions, 
including Jonathan Roberts and 
Anna Trebunskaya from ABC’s 
“Dancing with the Stars,” this 
performance highlights sexy Latin 
and tango rhythms, the frantic 
energy of swing and everything 
in between. Orchestra level seats 
are only $35 (regularly $52). Only 
a limited number of seats are 
available at this special Youcie 
price. Buy your tickets today at  

www.annenbergcenter.org/youcie.  

What is Lighter, Quicker, Cheaper Placemaking?
Both UCD’s work at 30th Street Station and its Parklets are examples 
of “Lighter Quicker Cheaper” (LQC) placemaking interventions. What 
does this mean? In recent years, many new public spaces have been  
developed by taking small, iterative, and experimental steps in order 
to determine what works best, rather than starting with large capital  
expenses. As municipalities and nonprofits struggle to do more with 
less while the demand for amenities like parks and public places only 
increases, LQC – coined by the Project for Public Spaces – is a quick, 
creative and economical way to create places for pedestrians. The most  
notable example is the pedestrian improvements for Times Square in New 
York, sections of Broadway were experimentally converted from places to 
drive to places for pedestrians to sit, wait, and meet each other. The experi-
ments have proven successful and the pedestrianization of Broadway Boulevard will be permanent and is expanding. UCD 
believes that simple site furnishings such as tables, chairs, umbrellas, and plantings can lay the foundation for a public 
space and programming such as farmers markets and performances can truly activate the space. 

UCD’s West Philadelphia Skills Initiative Celebrates the 
Work-Readiness of 55 High School Students

On Friday, August 12, University of Pennsylvania Executive Vice 
President Craig Carnaroli, UCD Executive Director Matthew Ber-
gheiser, Director Sheila Ireland and Councilwoman Jannie Blackwell 
celebrated the accomplishments of 55 West Philadelphians enrolled 
in the 2011 Summer Jobs Program, a component of UCD’s West 
Philadelphia Skills Initiative (WPSI). WPSI’s Summer Jobs Program 
complements UCD’s year-round efforts to connect residents of West 
Philadelphia with career opportunities at University City’s largest 
employers. The summer program allows students to understand and 
develop foundational work skills, which can eventually translate into 
the basis for a successful long-term career.  WPSI’s Summer Jobs 
Program has two branches geared toward students at different skill 

levels. The 30 students who participated in the Service Learning Program for 9th and 10th graders worked in teams to 
research and address issues in their communities. They surveyed neighbors about vacant lots, delved into the history of 
the Lancaster Avenue business corridor, and developed marketing tools to educate other teens about sexual health issues 
like HIV and teen pregnancy. Twenty-five 11th and 12th graders participated in the Professional Internship Program. Each 
student was placed in an internship with an employer partner, including the Law School at the University of Pennsylvania, 
Mercy Philadelphia Hospital, Drexel University, University Laboratory Animal Resources, and the National Board of Medi-
cal Examiners, where they worked three days a week doing everything from updating files to assisting hospital patients to 
feeding animals to setting up computers. Additionally, they attended weekly professional development seminars, where they 
learned basic work skills. 

UCD congratulates these remarkable young adults on their accomplishments this summer

LOOK! Transforms Vacant Lancaster Avenue Storefronts and Windows
 In September, Drexel University, in partnership with UCD, the People’s 

Emergency Center and Powelton Village and Mantua community arts groups 
celebrated the opening of LOOK! on Lancaster Avenue, a unique new public art 
project. LOOK! unveiled 16 exceptional and site-specific visual and sound art 
installations (out of a proposed 200 submissions!) in 13 vacant Lancaster Avenue 
storefronts and windows between 36th and 40th streets. Acclaimed by the 
Philadelphia Daily News, the Philadelphia Inquirer and others, the LOOK! 
project can serve as a catalyst for further business and culture along the Lancaster 

Avenue corridor as well as help engender a sense of civic pride and community spirit among the residents of the adjacent 
neighborhoods. LOOK! was made possible by ReStore Corridors Through Art, a City of Philadelphia initiative.

Sincerely, 

Matt Bergheiser
matt@universitycity.org

Philadelphia, meet The Porch at 30th Street Station.  University City District is pleased to announce the opening of a truly 
new public space, rising from a once-congested parking lane and a bland and barren sidewalk.

It’s both daunting and exhilarating to be involved in every last detail of a project for months, but then to hand over its 
future course to thousands of strangers.  That’s how the UCD staff feels about the opening of The Porch; we view it as a blank 
canvas, an experimental space to be shaped and molded into what citizens and users wish it to be.

The story of this space will ultimately be written by the 15 million transit riders who pass through 30th Street Station 
every year, the 1800 pedestrians who now traverse the southern apron of the Station every hour, the 16,000 Philadelphians 
who work within a 5 minute walk of the space, and hopefully many, many more who seek this out as a new place in a city 
of great places, large and small.

Our approach has been to work quickly and economically to introduce a series of improvements to the space, to create 
a framework for quality programming, and then observe how people use it before making longer-term capital investment 
decisions about optimal configurations and amenities. 

We think that what happens at The Porch will be as diverse as the people who use it.  For some it will be a place to linger 
and meet a friend, for others a small oasis at a one of the city’s busiest and most critical crossroads.  Without a doubt, though, 
it will be a place to showcase some of the best that Philadelphia has to offer, to preview the work of iconic cultural institutions 
and unfamiliar musicians alike, to be inspired by the two beautiful buildings that bookend it, and to soak in the people who 
walk through it.

We launched this project – in partnership with so many public and private stakeholders throughout the city and beyond – 
with the belief that great public spaces should be truly engage the public.  So we asked the public to help us name it through 
a contest that generated national press and garnered more than 500 entries.  

To us, and to a diverse jury of civic leaders, The Porch at 30th Street Station stood out. In many ways, this is Philadelphia’s 
front porch, a welcoming entryway to the city, a place – as its name connotes – to linger and socialize and people-watch, a 
place to entertain and be entertained.  To quote one juror, “the name is low-key, hospitable and unpretentious – all the things 
that Philadelphia is in my mind.”

I invite you to read the pages that follow for more details about the making of The Porch, and many other exciting UCD 
ventures undertaken this summer and fall.  As always, please feel free to reach out to me with any suggestions and ideas you 
may have about our work.
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University City In the News
Throughout 2011, University City District’s programs, events, projects 
and initiatives garnered what seemed to be endless amounts of buzz from 
regional and national media. Here’s a glimpse at some of the hightlights.

“ With multimillion-dollar projects like a new Hilton, hospital research towers, student 
housing, and the University of Pennsylvania’s eastward expansion over 14 acres of 
former U.S. Postal Service parking along the Schuylkill, the neighborhood anchored 
by Penn, Drexel University, and 30th Street Station may be Philadelphia’s busiest 
development hub.” 

- Maria Panaritis, Philadelphia Inquirer

“ The Porch offers respite from hectic city pace. One of the most pedestrian-unfriendly 
intersections in Philadelphia has been transformed into a porch.” 

- Peter Crimmins, WHYY/Newsworks

“ …What the district and other stakeholders have built is one of the best urban 
‘college towns’ in the country. Now, it’s time to toot that horn and make sure the rest 
of the world knows.” 

- Craig Ey, Philadelphia Business Journal

“ Parking for pedestrians – Philadelphia joins the trend of usurping spaces  
to create parklets.” 

- Inga Saffron, Philadelphia Inquirer Christmas Tree and Electronics Recycling Day 
Saturday, January 7, 10am-4pm 
Clark Park, 43rd Street & Chester Avenue
Turn your Christmas tree into wood chips instead of 
landfill. Bring it to Clark Park on January 7 to have your 
tree chipped and turned into mulch which will be used 
for neighborhood parks and gardens. $5 per tree. For 
more information contact Sue Pringle at 215-573-4684.
Did you get a new flat screen television for the holidays? 
Drop off your old one for recycling, along with any oth-
er obsolete household electronics, including computers 
(or anything with a plug!), and be confident that any  
potentially harmful materials will be disposed of prop-
erly. For more information contact Seth Budick at 
seth@universitycity.org or 215-243-0555. Sponsored by  
University City District and eForce Compliance,  
Philadelphia’s first R2 certified e-waste recycler.


